




















FACTS ABOUT HOUSTON IN

Houston was a very different place 70 years ago!
In 1940, Houston was served by two airlines
with direct connections to all parts of the United
States, Mexico, South and Central American.
Howard Hughes Municipal Airport, 10 miles
south of the business district, had a “super air
terminal” rating. It contained 655 acres with a
runway 4,500 feet long and 150 feet wide.
Houston had an area of 111 square miles, a
population of 421,617, and 143,973 automobiles. Of
that population, 73.4% were white, 4.9% were

1940

Hispanic and 21.7% were of African descent.

The city government consisted of a mayor, four
commissioners, and a controller.

The highways were modern hard surfaces and
included Highways 59, 75, 90, and 290.

There were 11 public senior high schools,
18 junior high schools, and 89 elementary schools.
There were two private universities: Rice Institute,
co-educational with an endowment of $15,998,470
and an enrollment of 1,434, and the University of
Houston with an enrollment of 2,207.
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Showing Principal Streets and Thinds of Interest.also,
How to Get into the City,and,if You Must Leave, Howto Get Out.
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Map from the scrapbook of Milo Davis, 1940
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