












pageant: "The May Fite, the First 
Annual Knock Out."The "queen" 
was a football player and the 
program boasted outrageous 
costumes, a path strewn with 
vegetables instead of flowers, 
playful "nymphs" dancing 
about, all of which lent to 
the occasion "the delicate 
atmosphere of a zoo." 

This was Mrs. Hewitt's 
second time to reign as 
May Queen; she had been 
chosen the only year El 
Campo High School held a 
May Fete. 

In the forties,]. P. 
("Petunia") Miller tried to 
run as a candidate for May 
Queen. He was disqualified and 
Maryellen Snyder won. He wrote 
a poem as a dig at the Women's 
Council for refusing to place him on 
the ballot: 

The counting is done. 
I should've won. 
But, ballot, be my bier, 
And crown me not 
For I forgot 
That it can't happen here. 
So hail the queen! God save the king! 
I'm a royal stand alone-
The canting constituents 
Have overthrown the throne. 

J P. Miller surrounded by beauties, 1940 

The queen offered him a position as court 
jester, but he refused saying "I've got my 

dignity to maintain. It looks like they're 
trying to make a joke out of me." 

J.P (James Pinckney) Miller 
graduated from Rice in 1941. While 
serving in the Navy during World 
War II, he turned to writing as a 
career. His first success was the 
play The Rabbit Trap in 1958. He 
then went on to write Days of 
Wine and Roses, another play, and 
his first novel The Race for Home. 

Etheldra Fraley 
May Pete Dress 1925 

"May Fight," a spoof of May Pete, 1923 



FACTS ABOUT HOUSTON IN 1940 

Houston was a very different place 70 years ago! 
In 1940, Houston was erved by two airlines 

with direct connections to all part of the United 
States, Mexico, South and Central American. 

Howard Hughes Municipal Airport, 10 mile 
south of the business district, had a "super air 
terminal" rating. It contained 655 acres with a 
runway 4,500 feet long and 150 feet wide. 

Houston had an area of 111 square miles, a 
population of 421,617, and 143,973 automobiles. Of 
that population, 73.4% were white, 4.9% were 

Map from the scrapbook of Milo Davis, 1940 

Hispanic and 21. 7% were of African descent. 
The city government consisted of a mayor, four 

conunissioners, and a controller. 
The highways were modern hard surfaces and 

included Highways 59, 75, 90, and 290. 
There were 11 public senior high schools, 

18 junior high schools, and 89 elementary schools. 
There were two private universities: Rice Institute, 
co-educational with an endowment of $15,998,470 
and an enrollment of 1,434, and the University of 
Houston with an enrollment of 2,207. 
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